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grounds for the intervention at any tune of the Polish army.
It was well known that Poland had prepared a plan for the
restoration, by three stages, of constitutional conditions in the
Free City, and that she was in a position to carry it out when-
ever she thought fit. The German forces were not then strong
enough to prevent Poland from doing this, or to justify the risk
of an armed conflict with Poland. I had consulted the German
military authority concerned, and he had made it perfectly
plain that this was so.  The situation had by no means been
improved by Germany's withdrawal from the League.   Ger-
many was pursuing a very dangerous course. In this situation
the sanguine spirit of the Ftihrer was not so much the outcome
of magnificent resolution and faith as of a readiness for a gamble
that needlessly jeopardized the future of the nation.  That it
succeeded is no answer to the criticism.   The reasons why
Germany's opponents did not intervene, and why they induced
Poland not to upset the Versailles system of peace treaties by
any act of violence, are plain now for all to see.  One was an
erroneous estimate of National Socialism, which was not seen
to be the directionless revolution that it really was, with a
camouflage at that time of nationalism. It was supposed that
it would give place to a more moderate nationalism and would
quickly divest itself of its evil elements. The bourgeois partners
of National Socialism in Germany had shared the same hope.
In this interview, however, Hitler's sovereign contempt for
every argument in favour of caution made me suspect that
Germany5 s withdrawal from the League was not so much a
clever political move, aimed at gaining freedom of action, as
the beginning of a revolutionary course that would tear
Germany once for all out of the existing social and political
order, the beginning of revolutionary dynamism.
On the morning of that fateful day at Geneva I had met a
well-known American journalist, von W., who knew Hitler
personally. It was being rumoured that Germany intended to